OF THE UPAN1SHADS.                  iji

seen no other than this that hears, no other than this CHAP. VL
that thinks, no other than this that knows.   It is across
this imperishable principle, Gargi, that the  ethereal
expanse is wfcven warp and woof.

" Then Gavgl exclaimed: Venerable Brahmans, you
may think it a great matter if you can save yourselves
by making obeisance to this Bishi Never will any
one of you all outvie this Rishi in the exposition of the
Self/'

In the words of Sankaracharya, the Self is unseen, The self is
inasmuch as it cannot be made an object, but it is that
which sees, inasmuch as it is a pure and unceasing
of vision itself. Elsewherel he tells us that the Self is
the object of the notion and the name "I." It cannot
be heard, but it is that which hears, being a pure and
unceasing act of hearing. It cannot be thought upon,
but it is that which thinks, being a pure and unceasing
act of thought. It cannot I j known, but it is that
which knows, being itself the pure and unceasing act
of knowledge- It sees with a sight that does not come
and pass away, like our sight, but with a sight that
always is, a sight that.is its being, as the sun shines for
ever with a light that is its own being. It is the Self
that sees through, the eyes, hears through the ears,
thinks through the thought, knows through the mind,
of all living things. This is the present and visible
Brahman, present in the heart of every creature, visible
to the purified soul of the ecstatic seer. This is the
Self that seems and only seems to act and suffer in the
acting and suffering souls, as the moon seems to move
as the clouds scud past it This is the one and only
Self beyond the hunger, thirst, and misery of metemp-
sychosis, and over this the world-fiction ,and all the
figments that issue out of it are woven warp and woof.
Tfiis is the goal, the final term. This, ever-present

1 As in the &clrakamlm5nsabhaahya, L I.I, and the Vivekachadamani,
verae 127.